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“Education is not broken. It is not failing 
or declining. The diagnosis is wrong, and 
the solutions of the corporate reformers 
are wrong. Our urban schools are in 
trouble because of concentrated poverty 
and racial segregation.  Public education 
is in a crisis only so far as society is and 
only so far as this new narrative of crisis 
has destabilized it.”  (Diane Ravitch, 
Reign of Error, 2013) 
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Source: Fall 2012 MEAP Four Year (Gap Analysis).  

0% 

10% 

20% 

30% 

40% 

50% 

60% 

70% 

80% 

90% 

100% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 

P
e

rc
e

n
t 

o
f 

St
u

d
e

n
ts

 M
e

e
ti

n
g/

Ex
ce

e
d

in
g 

St
an

d
ar

d
s 

Percent of Students in School Qualifying for Free/Reduced Price Lunch 

Fall 2012 MEAP Reading Proficiency Rates of All 
Students at Charter and Regular Public Schools 

Regular Public 

Charter 
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· There	is	no	general	education	crisis	
in	the	United	States.	There	is	a	child	
poverty	crisis	that	is	impacting	
education.	

	
· Poverty	is	the	most	relevant	factor	

in	determining	the	outcome	of	a	
person's	educational	journey,		

	
· Nearly	1/2	of	all	U.S.	public	school	

students	live	in	poverty.		
	

· Poverty	—	not	race,	ethnicity,	
national	origin	or	where	you	attend	
school	—	is	the	best	predictor	of	
college	attendance	and	completion.	

USA Today, 12/2013 
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Q. Bridge: What do we need to do alongside early childhood to 
make sure we get the most out of the investment and to ensure 
that the gains don’t peter out down the line? 
 

A.  If you don’t follow that up with strong schooling throughout the   
 educational experience, most of that benefit will go away. We 
 need to set a target around third and fourth grade reading and 
 go all out (Katie Haycock, Education Trust, 2014) 
 


